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In the future envisioned in this report, five elements stand out. First, dentistry will and
should become more closely integrated with medicine and the health care system on all
levels: education, research, and patient care. The march of science and technology in
fields such as molecular biology, immunology, and genetics will continue to forge links
between dentistry and medicine, as will the needs of an aging population with more
complex health problems. The financial strains on universities and academic health
centers will likewise encourage consolidation and coordination. Pressures from
government and private purchasers of health services will maintain the movement toward
integrated systems of care that stress cost containment, primary care, and services
provided by teams of professional and allied personnel.

Second, to prepare their students and their schools for change, dental educators will need
to teach and display desirable models of clinical practice. Using excellent practice in the
community as a model, dental school clinics should seek to be more patient-friendly and
efficient and to provide students with a greater volume and breadth of clinical experience.
All dental graduates should have the opportunity for a year of postgraduate education
with an emphasis on advanced education in general dentistry.

Third, securing the resources essential for educational improvement and, indeed, survival
will require that dental schools demonstrate their contributions to their parent universities,
academic health centers, and communities. These contributions include achievements not
only in education but also in research, technology transfer, and community and patient

service. Said differently, dentistry cannot afford isolation.
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